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Dear Friends of Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity:

Sometimes it is the small things that have the biggest impact.
While making dinner for my family I looked down at the knife I was using 

and it made me think about where that knife came from. Many years ago, a 
classmate in culinary school took the time to teach me about knives when 
he saw I was having difficulty with the one the school had supplied. He 
showed me the variety of knives he had in his kit and let me borrow a few to 
practice with so I could get a feel for working with different sizes and styles 
to find the best fit for me. In the end, I decided I preferred an 8-inch blade 
with a wooden handle. I didn’t have a car and the nearest restaurant supply 
store was 90 minutes away. Tim gave me a ride so that I could purchase 
my new knife, a Victorinox 8-inch chef knife with a rosewood handle. Thirty-
two years later, I still have that knife and it is still my favorite. Tim passed 
away a few years back, way too soon. I wish I had a chance to let him know 
the impact of his kindness and how I still think of him and hope that his 
family is doing well every time I sharpen and care for that knife.

I share this story because many of our donors and volunteers may also 
not realize the impact of their small acts of kindness when they volunteer 
or financially support our organization. Donors such as Mrs. and Mr. Day 
who have donated $10 a month for 14 years. Their $10 a month may not 
seem like a lot but, the longevity of their support shows a commitment 
to the work we do. In those 14 years, they have helped to support us in 
building 38 homes and repairing 49. Those who donate trash bags of 
cans and bottles to our recycling events, it probably doesn’t seem like 
much on the surface, but those cans and bottles help us to take part in a 
grant sponsored by Novelis, and over the last year, those donated bottles 
along with the grant funds have brought our organization over $6,000, 
enough to cover the cost of one repair project for a disabled veteran.

For all of our volunteers out there who could only come out for one 
day, the value of your time given that day, is huge. We wouldn’t have 
the ability to do what we do without you. We hope that you enjoy the 
experience and it will turn into multiple times throughout the year but if 
you can’t that’s OK. We are happy to have you help us even for only a 
day. You are not only helpful to us, but to our partner families, and our 
workforce development student participants.

Working together we are not just building or repairing houses. You 
are part of creating a home for our partner families, a place for kids 
to do their homework, and growing asset wealth. Together, we are 
redeveloping vacant lots and blighted buildings. You are providing 
a place for students interested in the construction field with hands-
on learning opportunities and experience, which will aid their career 
development and future financial security.

It is utterly overwhelming to think about how many people impact each of 
our projects and we are truly blessed to have such wonderful supporters. 
We hope that those numbers will continue to grow so that we may continue 
providing affordable housing solutions to the Greater Springfield community.

     Sincerely,
      Aimee Giroux                                                                                  
     Executive Director      

Board Leadership

Staff leadership

Photography
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4,380
Volunteer  hours

(construction, 
office, events)

Sources of funding revenue

$180,000
Average cost 

to build a Habitat home
$12,000

Cars for Homes 
program income

$148,471
Municipal support

$23,581
Corporate giving

$60,858
Individual  giving

1% Government funds
2.5% In-kind
2.5% Corporations

7% Individual
9% Civic organizations/faith communities

10% Mortgage and repair loan payments
17% Municipal support

19% Grants
28% Home sales

4% Fundraising
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Habitat introduces “Build with Strength” 
project to Holyoke community

Greater Springfield 
Habitat for 
Humanity (GSHFH) 

recently celebrated its 
newest and most innovative 
green build: an insulated 
concrete form (ICF) home. 
Approximately 30 guests 
participated in the Nov. 18 
“Behind the Build” event at 
Chestnut Street in Holyoke. 
Many attendees represented 
local, regional, and national 
partnerships. Guests listened 
to featured speakers, viewed 
the current construction, and 
signed blocks that will be 
used to frame the first and 
second floors.

The project is a 
collaboration between the 
National Ready Mixed 
Concrete Association 
and Habitat for Humanity 
International to build 50 ICF 
homes 
across 
the United 
States. 
Greater 
Springfield 
Habitat’s ICF 
build utilizes 
Integraspec 
blocks, which 
consist of 
2.5-inch foam 
panels that are separated 
by spacers. The blocks are 
stacked together much like 

children’s plastic building 
blocks. Once assembled, 
concrete is poured between 

the foam 
panels. 
The 6-inch 
concrete core 
along with the 
foam panels 
create a super 
insulated and 
resilient home. 
The panels will 
be used for all 
of the exterior 
walls from the 

foundation to the second story.
“The City of Holyoke is 

pleased to host this energy-

efficient, cost-efficient, and 
moisture-resistant home. 
We’re always pleased to work 
with Habitat, because a home 
means hope and neighborhood 
revitalization,” said Holyoke 
Mayor Joshua Garcia. 

Aimee Giroux, GSHFH 
executive director, agreed. She 
said Habitat is very excited to 
build in Holyoke and construct 
this home in this new way.

Unlike a traditional wood 
frame house with sheathing, 
an ICF home offers several 
additional benefits to the 
builder and homeowner.

The foam panels are made 
from recycled material. ICF 

From left: students from Springfield’s Roger L Putnam Vocational Technical Academy 
autograph foam blocks Nov. 18 at the “Behind the Build” event in Holyoke. On the right, 
two of the future homeowner’s daughters and son sign foam blocks. 

“We’re 
always 

pleased 
to work with Habitat, 

because a home means 
hope and neighborhood 

revitalization.”
 -- Mayor Joshua Garcia 

of Holyoke
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walls do not off-gas, whereas 
conventional walls sheathed 
with oriented strand board 
(OSB) off-gas through glues 
and resin. ICF walls are 
resistant to mold and rot, 
which provides a better living 
environment for those suffering 
from allergens or asthma. Also, 
due to the rising cost of lumber, 
this method significantly 
reduces the need for wood 
for framing and sheathing the 
exterior, meaning less trees 
are cut down. 

Since an ICF house 
has foam on both sides of 
the concrete, they provide 
increased thermal mass. This 
means wall temperatures 
won’t change throughout a day 
because they eliminate the 
gaps in regular construction 
that can cause cold spots. 
It’ll cost less to heat and 
cool the home, which leads 
to energy savings typically 
sparing a homeowner 30-
70% on heating, cooling, and 
dehumidification expenses. 
Also, foam and concrete walls 
insulate sound better than 
wood-framed walls. An ICF 
home will likely be quieter than 

Holyoke Mayor Joshua Garcia's message 
on a foam block.

The front and one side of the house.

Looking into the basement from the walkout entrance.

a traditional house.
“Doing something different 

in construction is not easy. 
Construction is hard enough 
when you’re doing the same 
thing day in and day out. 
Try to take on a new way of 
building and it’s really a huge 

deal,” said Gregg Lewis, chief 
communications officer at 
National Ready Mixed Concrete 
Association. “Sheri (Green, 
GSHFH construction manager,) 
took this job on to lead this 
construction project … and 
she’s doing phenomenal work.”



268 Cold Spring Ave, West Springfield, MA 01089 | (413) 739-5503 | habitatspringfield.org
6

Franklin is a former Army 
Reserve specialist 
fourth grade, who 

served eight years. Now, a 
91-year-old 
veteran, 
Franklin's 
Springfield 
home, which 
was built in 
1911 and 
owned by 
Franklin for 
at least 60 
years, was 
in serious 
disrepair. 
Franklin’s 
daughter, 
Theresa, 
reached out 
to Greater 
Springfield 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
(GSHFH) in 
May and September 2021, 
requesting home preservation 
services, but the program 
had temporarily closed due 
to a lack of funds. After the 
second phone call, Habitat staff 
ventured to the house to survey 
the damage and necessary 
repairs. GSHFH then connected 
with Habitat for Humanity 
International (HFHI) for 
assistance. Greater Springfield 
Habitat received funding from 
the US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s  
Veterans Housing Rehabilitation 

and Modification Pilot Program 
by way of Habitat International. 
The federal program serves 
veterans and/or low-income 

individuals and provides 
grants to repair their primary 
residences so they can retain 
their independence without 
being burdened by the repair 
costs. Franklin's house repairs 
were scheduled in two phases. 
First, over Memorial Day 
weekend in May 2022, GSHFH 
subcontracted Westfield’s 
NexGen Roofing to replace the 
roof and sheathing.

In late Decemeber 2022, 
part two was completed with 
additional funding from the 
Home Depot Foundation as 

part of their Repair Corps 
partnership with HFHI.  

USA Hauling, TNT General 
Contracting, and volunteers 

from the Westfield 
Home Depot 
Distribution Center 
and American 
International College 
Men’s Rugby 
team worked on 
phase two. The 
team removed the 
water-damaged 
drop ceiling and 
plaster from the 
walls, installed 
new framing and 
supports where 
needed, applied 
new insulation 
throughout the room, 
replaced the water-
damaged windows 
with new energy-
efficient windows, 

and updated the electrical 
and installed additional outlets 
and ceiling lights. They also 
installed all new drywall to the 
windows and ceiling, repainted 
the walls, refinished the original 
moldings and reinstalled or 
replaced damaged flooring to 
match the original as closely 
as possible. They fixed the 
heating/vent connections and 
cleaned out the heating/vent 
ductwork. Theresa said she is 
grateful and extremely thankful 
to GSHFH and all it is able to 
do to help her father.

Volunteers from the Home Depot Distribution Center in Westfield and American 
International College Men’s Rugby team pose for a quick photo with 91-year-old 
homeowner Franklin (back left) and his daughter Theresa (front left).

A home preservation project
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An image showing the previous state of 
Franklin’s roof. Nextgen roofing takes off the old roof. The new roof is done.

The ceiling in one of Franklin’s rooms 
showing water damage.

A volunteer removes the water-damaged 
drop ceiling.

The room is gutted and an image shows 
one of the new energy-efficient windows.

The repair is in process. The finished room. Another view of the finished room.
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Hats off to our volunteers,

JP Morgan Chase | Jackson St, Holyoke | Nov 2022

The Morris Group 
Chestnut St, Holyoke

Nov 2022

MassMutual | Chestnut St, Holyoke | Oct 2022
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you make all the difference.

Northwestern Mutual | Chestnut St & Jackson St, Holyoke | Oct 2022

Commonwealth Care 
Alliance

Chestnut St  
& Jackson St, Holyoke

Sept 2022Green Thumb Industries | Jackson St, Holyoke | Oct 2022
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Hats off to our volunteers,

Restoration City 
Church

Jackson St, Holyoke
July 2022

Ann Gish, Inc  | Jackson St, Holyoke | Sept 2022

104th Fighter Wing  | Chestnut St, Holyoke | Sept 2022

Pellegrini, Seeley, Ryan & Blakesley 
Jackson St, Holyoke | June 2022
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you make all the difference.

Join us on a 
build site
No experience 

necessary.
Tools provided.

habitatspringfield.org/
volunteer
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Fall Feastival gains momentum following 
pandemic; grossing over $35,000

Marie Ciosek 
Guests peruse a table full of auction display items at the 2022 Fall Feastival held at 
Longmeadow’s Twin Hills Country Club in early November.

The November event 
is Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity’s 

(GSHFH) largest annual 
fundraiser and continues 
to gain popularity following 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The autumn 2022 fundraiser 
brought in over $35,000.

The evening event, held 
at Twin Hills Country Club 
in Longmeadow, offered 
guests samples from eight 
food vendors: MexiRico 
Food Shop, Tekoa Country 
Club, Macken’s Specialty 
Sliders, Texas Roadhouse, 
Munich Haus Restaurant, 
Mamma Mia’s Pizzeria and 
Trattoria, Max Tavern, the 
Lower Pioneer Valley Career 
Technical Education Center’s 
Culinary Arts program, and 
Twin Hills Country Club.

Guests were encouraged 
to bid on 53 silent auction 
items, which included gift 
baskets, gift cards, pictures, 
a quilt, and furniture. Five 
live auctions also occurred. 
Prizes such as a propane 
fire pit, and tickets to see the 
Boston Bruins, New England 
Patriots, and Boston Red 
Sox were also up for grabs. 
The evening also boasted 
a wine bottle ring toss, 
DJ Eddie of Holyoke, an 
opportunity to sign the foam 
panels to be used in the 

insulated concrete form 
newest home build, and 
a model home built using 
Legos.

John O’Farrell, GSHFH 
Fundraising and Volunteer 
coordinator, said while the 
fundraiser and its goals are 
important, the impact of how 
our mission affects families is 
where we should concentrate 
our focus.

“Our houses give families 
a place they can call ‘home,’ 
where children can feel 
safe, and have a quiet place 
to do their homework,” John 
said. “These families are 

warm and sheltered from 
the elements. They are 
educated and mentored 
to be able to take on a 
mortgage and successfully 
make their month-to-month 
payments. It’s a place they 
can call their own.” 

If you would like to volunteer 
and take part in planning next 
year’s Fall Feastival, call John 
at (413) 739-5503. 
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Focusing on our future
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Homes built or repaired by GSHFH since 1987

70 Built

50 Repaired

Greater Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity (GSHFH) is on track to finish 
its first-ever insulated concrete form 
(ICF) home in summer 2023.

Chestnut St, Holyoke 
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Thank you, 2022 donors
Donations received between July 1, 2021, and Dec. 31, 2022

How gifts are used

83%    Programs

15%             Management

2%    Fundraising

$50,000 and above 

City of Holyoke Dept. 
     of Community Devel.
City of Holyoke Community 
     Preservation Committee
Holyoke Housing Authority
Habitat for Humanity Int’l 

$25,000 - $49,999 

The Beveridge Family 
     Foundation
Stanley, Black & Decker, Inc.

$10,000 - $24,999

Bank of America
CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Disston Tools
Anne & Tom Eisenman
Home Depot Foundation
Liberty Bank Foundation
Lock and Key Realty
Mass. Center  
     for Clean Energy
MassMutual Financial Group

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous Donor 
Commonwealth Care Alliance 
IKEA
LEVOLOR
Lowe’s Home Improvement
The M&T Charitable 
Foundation
MGM Springfield 
Pellegrini, Seeley, Ryan 
     & Blakesley, P.C.
PeoplesBank
People’s United Charitable 
     Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999

The Abdow 
     & Oleksak Families 
Allied Flooring, Paint & Design

$1,000 - $2,499

Anna Maria College
Susan Cain
Carter-McLeod Paper 
     & Packaging, Inc.
Charles Casartello
Country Bank
Digital Lift, by Monday.com
Maurice Ferriter
First Church of Christ 
     in Longmeadow
Kristin Fisher

Continued on Page 16

Purple Heart Homes
RISE Holdings, Inc., LLC  
     /d.b.a. Green Thumb  
     Industries
Whirlpool

Baystate Health Foundation
Berkshire Bank Foundation
Michael & Antonia 
     Cardaropoli
William Fisher 
     & Jane Hopkins-Fisher
Garrity Asphalt Reclaiming 
Ann Gish, Inc.
OMG, Inc.
ROVI Homes New England 
Ken Vyce
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Thank you, 2022 donors
Donations received between July 1, 2021, and Dec. 31, 2022

Continued from Page 15

$500 - $999

Balise Family Giving Fund
Bay Equity Home Loans 
Claude Borowsky
Durham Caldwell
Chicopee Savings Bank 
     Charitable Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499 con’t

Florence Bank
Freedom Credit Union
Ron & Brenda Gendron
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Edith Huck
KeyBank 
LAKAY Building 
     and Remodeling, Inc.
John McDermott
MassMutual Employee 
      Volunteer Giving Program
McGill Hose & Coupling, Inc.
Meyers Brothers Kalicka, PC
Monson Savings Bank
Novelis, Inc.
Meg O’Hare
Professional Drywall 
     Construction, Inc.
Rocky’s ACE Hardware
Tech Soup
Jack & Elizabeth Toner
USA Hauling & Recycling
Dr. Alice Valle
Annamaria Wright
Wayne & Betty Wyckoff

The Collins Companies, Inc.
CTEC Culinary Arts Program 
DJ Eddie O Entertainment
Dalton & Finegold, LLP
Roland Fawthrop
Aimee Giroux
Julie Gittins
Home Builders & Remodelers 
     Assoc. of Western Mass.
Home Depot Regional 
     Distribution Center
Jayne Howard
4Impact 
Kelley & Katzer Real Estate, LLC
Mary & Michael Klicka
Denis & Linda Lankowski
Macken’s Specialty Sliders
Mahmood Mohajery
Mamma Mia’s Pizzeria  
     & Trattoria 
Max Tavern
MexiRico Restaurant 
Gabriele Moore 
Munich Haus
Northwestern Mutual 
NRG Real Estate Services
O’Reilly Talbot  
     & Okun Associates
Kathleen Morin-Paul
David Reynolds
Sumner & Toner Insurance 
     Agency, Inc.
Tekoa Country Club 
Texas Roadhouse
Walt Tomala
Twin Hills Country Club
Helen Wright

$250 - $499

Associated Building 
     Wreckers, Inc.
Marcelle Bastine
Better Life Whole Foods
David Bond
Thomas Brust
Edward Butrick
Ray Catuogno
Joan Corbin
Doherty Family 
     Charitable Fund 
The Dowd Agencies, Inc. 
Barbara Erwin
Diana Falvo
David Funk
Tim Garstka
Toi & Stewart Graham
Frank Gustafson
Halloran Sage, LLP
Teresa Kubacka
Stephen & Joyce Lewis
Srinivas Loke
Sara Mimoso
Luis Nevarez
Brandy O’Brien
Robert O’Connell
John O’Farrell III
Robin Larder-Olejarz
Springfield Thunderbirds  
     Foundation
Summit Careers
William & Caroline Toner
Joshua Tripp
Turn5, Inc.
Christine Van Roggen
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Thank you, 2022 donors
Donations received between July 1, 2021, and Dec. 31, 2022

$100 - $249

Ciara Abrams
AEEC, LLC
Agawam Lions Club
Andrew Associates, Inc.
Mohammed Bajwa
Walter Bishop
Daniel Blakesley
David Blanchard
Sara Bonakdar
Peg Boxold
Susan Brown
Leslie Brunelle
Elizabeth Burke
Richard & Jeanne Carnevale
Philip Castonguay
Ian Coddington
Lynne & Joseph Colesano
Donna Conlogue
Ellen Cote
Donald & Lisa Crouser
Patty Cullen
Mary Cullen
Eric & Claire Day
Enrico DeMaro
Diane Diehl
Dietz & Company Architects
Thomas Downey
Christine Dufresne
Neil Epstein
Paul and Cathy Gatesman
Stephen & Barbara Gelling
Karen Germain

Your Choice Brands, LLC
Zion Community Baptist 
     Church

Continued on Page 18

Tina Giachello
Mary Gibbs
Peter Goonan
Grace Union Church
Gary Gray
Janet Hakanson-Stacy
Margo Halton
Candice & Andrew Healy
Dusty Hoyt
Elaine Korhonen
Kate Kruckemeyer
Francis Lagace
Mary Lennon
Meghan Lynch
Stephen Mahoney
Sarah Maloney
Stacey Mann
Partick McHugh
Donald Moore
Peter Moran
Moreau/Weinreb Family Fund
Elke & James Mueller
Peter Nagle
Jessica Nhong
Michael & Jill O’Donnell
Sondra Oldach
Joanne Ollson
Kelsey Ouellette
Leslie Pearson
Sarah Platt
Dr. Mark & Judith Pohlman
David Pritchard
Dean Rogeness
Pamela Rogers
William & Maria Russo-Appel
Laura Ryan
Earlon Seeley III

Tom Stone
Stop & Shop Community 
     Bag Program
Yeshvant & Jean Rose Talati
John Taveras
Chris Taylor
James Tellin
Wayne Thresher
Kathleen & Lewis Timpson
Thomas Toman
Dorine Toyen
Tufts
Michael & Janet Young
Way Finders, Inc.
David Webber
Cary Williams
John & Mary Margaret Young

$99 and under

Dawn Abare
Linda Adams
Marion Anderson
Atlantic Coast Enterprises, LLC
Kathleen Auer
Jeffrey Auer
Katherine Barnoski
Cynthia Beauregard
Kristen Beturne
JoAnn Bourquard
Susan Brady
Rebecca Bragg
Susan Buffum
David Burque
Jill Carleton
Mathew Carroll
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Thank you, 2022 donors
Donations received between July 1, 2021, and Dec. 31, 2022

Continued from Page 17

$99 and under

Edward & Marie Ciosek
Knights of Columbus/
     Fairview Council 4044
Stewart Creelman
Rich & Millie D’Amato
Cinnamon Desgres
Gerard Deslauriers
Bill Driscoll
Nan Dubin
Michele Dufresne 
     & Jan Richardson
Robert Duquette
Margaret Eckert
Regina Edmonds
Betty Foley
Kathleen Fowler Volney
Paul Gawron
Susan Gibson
Nikki Gleason
Justin Greenia
Laurie & Dean Groves
Jeffrey Gunther
David Hamill
Scott Hayden
Danielle Hegarty
Elaine Holder
Kimberly Homer
Donald and Clara Hoyer
Andrew Hubacz
Diane Jenkins
Ashley Jones
Jeff Judd
Rachael Kaplan
Virgina Kasten

Holly Koenigsaecker
Juan Latorre III
Roger LeBlanc
Teresa L Lee
Stephen Levine, MD 
     & Joan Kagan Levine
Liberty Mutual 
Robert and Ellen Liston
Hector Lopez
Elizabeth Maher
Lisa Martin
Sandra McConathy
Amelia McMeans
Mary Melchiskey 
     & Marcia Post-Melchiskey
Stephanie Miner
Eric Nelson
Ebony Newcomb
Jacob O’Connell 
     & Michelle Cretella
Linda Odabashian
Jake Oliveira
Deborah & James O’Mara
Carmen Omer
One4All Charitable Fund
Judith Parker
Gloria Pereira
Denis Picard
John & Emily Pietras
Planet Green Cartridges, Inc.
Linda Poulin
John Puffer
Myra Quick
Raytheon Technologies
Bridget Robare
Jeffrey Rodrigues
Barbara Schenk
Geraldine Schilling-Nordal

Jean Sessions
Carol Shuman
Christine Sickle
Linda Silveira 
Michael Stevens
Wayne Strever
Lori Striplin
Lorraine Thomas
Tisbest Philanthropy
David Tivoli
Nick Tougas
James Tourtelotte
Jim Vannoy
Nicole Wawrzonek
Katie White
Trina Winans

A big thank you to 
all of our community 
partners, volunteers, 

staff, and auction 
item winners and 
contributors. We 

also thank the many 
in-kind donors that 

generously support our 
construction projects 
throughout Hampden 

County. Together, 
with your support, we 
are building brighter 
futures and stronger 

communities. 
Thank you!
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Stay in the know
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