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They say “it takes a village to raise a child,” and in our case, it
takes a village to help families change their living situations. That’s
why we team up with local agencies, community partners, and
volunteers — because working together is the best way to make a
real, lasting impact.

Across Massachusetts, 16 Habitat for Humanity affiliates are
creating change every day — building and repairing homes,
strengthening neighborhoods, and offering hope to families who
need it most. Each affiliate serves a specific region, but together,
we’re part of a powerful statewide network working toward one
shared goal: making sure everyone has a decent, affordable
place to live.
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Buzzards Bay Area Habitat for Humanity

Buzzards Bay Area Habitat for Humanity’s Brush with Kindness volunteers pose beside the new deck they are rebuilding for Maria,
an older adult who hopes to age safely in the home she loves. Lumber and materials for the project were funded by The Association

for Relief of Aged Women through a partnership with Buzzards Bay Area Habitat.

old Dartmouth resident was afraid to step onto it. Years of
rot had left her worried it could give way beneath her feet.

That soon changed thanks to a collaboration between Buzzards
Bay Area Habitat for Humanity (BBAHFH) and The Association
for Relief of Aged Women of New Bedford (ARAW), a 160-year-
old organization that supports elderly, limited-income women via
financial assistance, friendship, and community engagement.

“ARAW paid for the lumber and materials for the replacement
deck and Maria actually called me today to again say ‘thank you.’
It makes such a difference to her quality of life,” said Christine
Lacourse, executive director of Buzzards Bay Area Habitat, which
serves nine towns on the South Coast.

The partnership began in 2025 after Christine successfully
applied for fundlng from ARAW for Habitat’'s newly-established
Ramp Donation Program. The grant
expanded Buzzards Bay Area Habitat's
ability to install reusable wheelchair
ramps and complete Brush with
Kindness repairs, including projects like
Maria’s new deck.

In 2025, volunteers installed 27
. reusable metal wheelchair ramps for
T local homeowners. This year, Habitat

M aria still talks about her new deck. Last fall, the 81-year-

The Assocation for the Relief of Aged has already completed 26 and expects to

Women (ARAW) of New Bedfordlogo meet or exceed last year’s total.
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Inside Central Berkshire
Habitat's Community Project

Rewriting
futures

Central Berkshire Habitat for Humanity

A Central Berkshire Habitat for Humanity core volunteer assists a build partner from Avangrid/Berkshire Gas as she uses a circular saw

at the Southern Berkshire County build.

wenty homes.
Hundreds of lives
changed. Countless

futures rewritten.

That'’s the promise taking
shape as Central Berkshire
Habitat for Humanity
(CBHFH) embarks on
an ambitious 20-home
community that will create
homeownership opportunities
for generations of families.
The affiliate and its dedicated
volunteers are currently
focused on Phase 2 of the
Southern Berkshire County

build, which plans to complete construction on 13

homes this calendar year.

Central Berkshire credits the project’s success
to three dedicated groups of volunteers: students,
corporate build teams, and retirees. Together,

Central Berkshire

Habitat

314 Columbus Ave
Pittsfield, MA
(413) 442-3181

berkshirehabitat.org

CentralBerkshireHabitat
IEI central.berkshire.habitat

for Humanity"®

“We have a cadre of core
volunteers who help us guide
groups and homeowners
completing their Habitat
Partnership Hours and
assist our professional
construction supervisor staff,”
said Erin O’Brien, Central
Berkshire Habitat Marketing
Communications manager.
“Our core volunteers are
mostly retired people with
varying skill sets who
consistently show up to work
on our build sites, help us
plan, and advise our team.”

Additionally, this year, Pittsfield Public Schools

Career Technical Education (Taconic High School

they’ve helped complete six homes, two of which

have already been sold.

CTE) carpentry and electricity students are
building one house within the community. They
will “own” the site for two years while students

Continued on Page 9
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Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plymouth
Naomi (left) and Ed Shea, owners of Shea Custom Carpentry and Shea Custom
Containers pose in front one of their trucks at a Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Plymouth build site.

t Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plymouth (HFHGP),
community isn’t just part of the mission — it's how the

purpose comes to life.

Tucked away on the South Shore, the affiliate has served its
community for nearly three decades. Today, however, rising home
prices and construction costs continue to push homeownership
farther out of reach for many working families. Serving just six
towns, Habitat of Greater Plymouth relies on neighbors helping
each other to make affordable homeownership possible.

I's a belief shared by community partners Ed and Naomi Shea,
owners of Shea Custom Carpentry and Shea Custom Containers.
For the latest three builds, Shea Custom Containers has donated
a dumpster throughout each construction project. Most recently,
Shea Custom Carpentry has also given in-kind skilled trade
support, working alongside volunteers.

“The teams at Shea Custom Carpentry and Shea Custom
Containers feel Habitat is a wonderful organization that’s doing
amazing things for the people who need it. The people behind all
of this are wonderful, too,” said Ed. “When the opportunity came to

Continued on Page 11
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Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity Marketing Interns Yandel Alameda (left) and Nate Shlosser stand at their in-school coffee shop,

Bean Boutique, in Chicopee.

hat started with a cup of iced coffee ended with lessons
Wthat will last a lifetime. Bean Boutique, a student-run
business founded by interns at Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH), has become a hands-on classroom in
entrepreneurship, marketing, and teamwork while raising thousands
of dollars to support affordable homeownership.

In spring 2025, the interns were challenged to raise at least $1,500
through Bean Boutique to qualify for a $2,000 State Farm/Habitat for
Humanity International Youth Matching Grant. The challenge gave the
students an opportunity to put classroom lessons into practice while
supporting GSHFH’s mission. They surpassed their goal just four
months later and finished the grant period having raised $2,281.

“I'm very grateful,” said Yandel
Alameda, GSHFH intern and a senior
at Springdale Education Center (SEC)
in Chicopee. “It was the smartest thing
we’ve ever done. We are giving families
light and helping them achieve their
homeownership dreams.”

The grant encourages youth leaders
to engage in a community project that

Continued on Page 12
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Old Colony Habitat for Humanity

Old Colony Habitat for Humanity staff, volunteers, board members, and donors celebrate a housing dedication with new homeowner
Sally and her family at their new home, a renovated church, in Franklin.

Documentary Chronicles Historic
Habitat Build in Eastern Mass

Habitat
for Humanity”

108 N Main St

Raynham, MA

(508) 399-1781
oldcolonyhabitat.org

OldColonyHabitat
[E‘]J oldcolonyhabitat

inspire action.

That’s the power of storytelling that Old Colony Habitat for
Humanity (OCHFH) hopes to capture. The Eastern Massachusetts
affiliate knows every Habitat home has a story — from the
volunteers who swing the hammers to future homeowners like
Sally, who invest hundreds of hours building alongside them. So do
the donors who make it all possible and the community that comes
together to build something bigger than walls and a roof.

Within that community, there’s Jeff Bragg, founder and CEO of
StoryPulse Media, a full-service video production company based
in Rhode Island. Jeff and his crew are creating a documentary

about the affiliate’s
latest build to raise STORYPULSE _uilh_ MEDIA
awareness of Habitat’s

mission, attract volunteers, encourage donations, and help future
families better understand Habitat’s path to homeownership.

“As a small affiliate, it isn’t always easy to secure the resources
for professional video storytelling like Jeff Bragg’s work,” said Al
Coletta, Old Colony Habitat Digital Communications and Family
Services coordinator.

OCHFH is a small affiliate with four employees. Since 1989, the
affiliate has built 12 homes in Bristol and Norfolk counties.

Continued on Page 10

I f a picture is worth a thousand words, a great video may
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Central Berkshire Habitat for Humanity
Students from Pittsfield Public Schools Career Technical Education (Taconic High School CTE) carpentry and electricity students
stand in front of the home they are building for Central Berkshire Habitat for Humanity.

Continued from Page 3 “Finally, we get to use our skills to make
something for someone,” said Cody Errichetto,
a now-senior in the carpentry program, in an

construct the future three-bedroom ranch home.
“The CTE students used to sporadically spend ) ) . )

a day building at our sites here and there, but this ~ Nterview with iBerkshires.com. L

is the first year they were given an actual home to Also aiding Central Berkshire Habitat is

build from start to finish,” Erin said. “The students ~ Berkshire Gas, a subsidiary of Avangrid, which

have taken ownership of the work and made recently sent more than 50 volunteers to _

connections with the family who will buy the home. ~ Prosperity Way, where they tackled an impressive

It's a win-win for local workforce development and ~ @mount of work in a single day.

relationship building in the community.” “We are an energy company in all aspects. We

Peerayot Noummano, a Taconic carpentry generate wind energy, we have electric utilities
Habitat for Humanity affiliates from across Massachusetts recently came together at the State House to advocate for teacher and on-site instructor, agreed. and gas utilities, and this crew is demonstrating
affordable homeownership and stronger communities. The gathering provided an opportunity to elevate the voices of “This is kind of like the pinnacle of what a their energy for a good cause ... to support
the families we serve and discuss solutions to the Commonwealth’s housing challenges. successful program is. Taking what we learn home building for folks who might otherwise

$847,920

Amount of Taxes
pnmul back into Annual
Economic

Impact

every day in our shop class and turning it into a
real-life application,” he said in an interview with
iBerkshires.com.

Before stepping onto the build site, students
spent two years honing their skills in the
classroom, tackling smaller projects such as
birdhouses. Now, wearing hard hats and work
gloves, they’re putting those skills to the test on
an active build site on Curtis Terrace in Pittsfield.

never be able to afford a home,” said Chris
Farrell, Berkshire Gas’ Communications and
Government Relations manager, in an interview
with iBerkshires.com.

Twenty homes won'’t be built by a one person.
They’ll rise because an entire community chose
to invest its time, talent, and heart. And in doing
so, those volunteers are helping rewrite hundreds
of futures — one home at a time.



BBAHFH:
Building
Partnerships
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Buzzards Bay Area Habitat for Humanity
Maria looks out at as volunteers
from Buzzards Bay Area Habitat for
Humanity replace her deck.

The partnership has
benefited Habitat in other
ways as well. ARAW
has also hosted several
events that bring together
regional nonprofits with
like interests. Buzzards
Bay Area Habitat has since
grown its network.

ARAW Executive Director
Clare Foley said she is
equally pleased with Habitat.

“‘BBAHFH is able to
provide high-quality services
to ARAW members in a timely
manner,” she said.

Today, Maria enjoys
spending time on her
safe new deck — a simple
improvement made possible
through two organizations
working together to help older
homeowners remain safely in
their homes.

OCHFH: Documentary
Chronicles Historic Build

Continued from Page 7

Most recently, Old Colony Habitat
has opened its homeownership
application cycle for its next
project in Norton.

“‘Because of him and his
organization’s generosity, we
are able to share a story about
how Habitat works and how
we can build safe and reliable
communities,” Ali said.

The project focuses on a
home in Franklin that was
restored from a historic church
and meeting house. Old Colony
completed the construction in
mid-June and sold the home to
Sally and her family.

“‘He was able to get footage
from when we surprised
the family, throughout the
renovation process of turning an
old (1856) meeting house into
a beautiful family home, to the
family moving in,” Ali said.
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Old Colony Habitat for Humanity
A restored historic church and meeting house in Franklin is Old Colony Habitat for
Humanity’s most recent project.

Jeff is no stranger to the
Old Colony family. He first
connected with the affiliate
through board member Mark
Kolligan, a former colleague
from CVS Health.

“The South Franklin meeting
house project was a unique
opportunity because it was such
a novel story with rich content,”
said Jeff.

Long after the last nail
is driven into the restored
1856 meeting house, the
documentary will ensure the
story of Sally’s home continues
to inspire future volunteers,
donors, and families — proof
that sometimes the most
important thing Habitat builds
isn’t just a house, but the story
that encourages the next one.

A trailer, “Meet Sally Reel v2,”
is available at youtube.com/
watch?v=Lv-hbLcaP1E.

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plymouth:
Every Home Starts with a Community

Continued from Page 4

to help, it was an easy ‘yes’
from us.

“Just being a part of the
community and knowing we’re
helping someone who needs
it is the goal,” he said. “When
everyone joins hands, amazing
things happen.”

Ed Shea’s connection with
HFHGP began organically
several years ago after a family
friend was selected via lottery
as a Habitat partner family. Ed
reached out and offered to place
a dumpster at the build site for
the entirety of the project.

“Shea’s owners are deeply
community-minded and
support like theirs has a
unique way of multiplying.
When our community sees a
local business, like Shea’s, Habitat of Greater Plymouth’s  residence with her four children.
show up, build after build, it's  current project is restoring “There’s a particular reward
noticed. Other businesses an abandoned home built in in watching an unlivable house
and neighbors want to join 1890. To date, become a home

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plymouth
A carpenter from Shea Custom Carpentry works at a Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Plymouth build site.

too,” said Alexis Coon, rough electrical “ again, and
HFHGP Development and and plumbing refreshing the
Marketing manager. are installed. neighborhood

There’s a particular

The kindness didn’t end Drywall is . ) around it in the
there. Alexis said Ed’s up, walls are reward in watching  process,” Alexis
carpentry crew has shown painted, and an unlivable house said. “Having a

up on site too, offering
hands-on skills and expertise
alongside their in-kind
support. Their support

b h ] local business
ecome a home again.  qfer this kind of

support on our
projects means

the backyard,
which was once
filled with years

of debris and — Alexis Coon

addresses two real needs on  organic waste, HFHGP Development we’re able to
HFHGP’s build sites. First, has been and Marketing manager  stretch donor
dumpster rentals are costly transformed dollars even

— more than people realize —
especially when demolition space for children to play.
is involved. Second, skilled When finished, the their teams, along with many
carpentry labor is a necessity, transformed three-bedroom other businesses who help
particularly on challenging home will be purchased by a U.S. create this stability for families
pieces of a project. Navy veteran. She'll share the in our community.”
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further. We're
so grateful for Ed, Naomi, and

into a safe open


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lv-hbLcaP1E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lv-hbLcaP1E

GSHFH: Some Classrooms Don’t Have Desks

Continued from Page 5

supports local affordable
housing efforts, which is exactly
the goal of Bean Boutique.

“We loved the students’
proposal and enthusiasm the
students had for the project,” said
Aimee Giroux, Greater Springfield
Habitat executive director.

The idea for an iced coffee shop
came from former GSHFH intern
Dakota Wirf in summer 2024.
Dakota then presented the idea to
Jill Brewer, director of Education
for Positive Regard Network, who
approved the concept.

“It was a hot summer day and
| was outside at Habitat with
Nate (Shlosser) and just asked
‘Why don’t we sell iced coffee?””
said Dakota. “At school, we saw
staff with coffee and they had to
go to Dunkin’ Donuts to get it.
But, if they got coffee at work,
they could step out for a minute
and still help Habitat.”

Dakota, Nate, and Yandel
quickly turned their idea into
a business. They created
the name “Bean Boutique,” a
marketing guide — including
logo, branding colors, and fonts
— and a plan to get the word
out. They designed flyers to be
distributed in the school, drafted
morning announcements to
be read over the intercom,
plus budgeted and shopped
for supplies. Bean Boutique
opened its doors to teachers
and administrators at both SEC
and its neighboring Center for
School Crisis Intervention and
Assessment in December 2024,
just weeks before Christmas.
Before the grant period even
began, Bean Boutique had

CREFINED
“POUR.

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity
The “Refined Pour” campaign logo
designed by Greater Springfield Habitat
for Humanity Marketing interns to
introduce non-alcoholic dirty sodas, the
Bean Boutique’s newest beverages.

already raised $1,200.

“Bean Boutique has taught us
business sKills, like advertising
and marketing,” said Nate.
“People at SEC and Center
School now know about Habitat
and what it does. Our flyers
were a big part

recognized him and thanked
him for his suggestion.

“They didn’t just create a
coffee shop,” said Jill. “They
created a space that brings
people together, teaches real-
life skills, and makes a powerful
difference in the community.
Their passion, drive, and heart
have turned a simple idea into
something powerful.”

Beyond Bean Boutique’s
fundraising success, Yandel and
Nate said Habitat has helped
them as much as they have
helped others.

“It's the best thing that has
ever happened to me,” Yandel
said. After graduation in June
2027, he said he’d like to join
the military. Today, Yandel
oversees marketing for a
business he and his brother
started together, and has

designed the

of that.” - company’s

In an effort “ logo. “It
to keep Bean changed my
Boutique People at SEC and ~ Mindset. | only

profitable and
fresh, the interns

Center School now

saw my life in
the streets.”

brainstormed know about Habitat Nate

other drinks to and what it does. Qur agreed.

sell, includin . “Habitat
hot chocolatg, ﬂyers were a blg part is amazing.
apple cider, of that. It keeps me
lemonade, and out of trouble.
a non-alcoholic — Nate Shlosser It keeps me
twist on dirty GSHFH Marketing intern  focused,” he
sodas. Nate said. “Before

and Yandel also

created a campaign around the
“‘Refined Pour.” They welcomed
ideas from peers, such as
boba tea, which came from an
elementary student at Center
School. Later, they publicly
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Habitat, | didn’t
see my life going anywhere.”
Nate said when he graduates
next June, he’s exploring three
plans — enlisting in the military,
attending college, or becoming
a truck driver.



