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Bingo, brews,
and big queen
energy are back

Tytannia gets ready to spin the Bingo wheel
cage at last year’s “Bingo and Brews with the
Queens” event at Fort Hill Brewery.

y the time the first
bingo number is
called, the room

at Fort Hill Brewery is
already buzzing.

Friends clutch colorful
bingo cards while
balancing pints of craft
beer. Someone in the
corner is debating lucky
numbers. Laughter cuts
across the crowd as drag
queen Tytannia Lockhart
works the room in towering
heels and a sparkling
outfit. She roasts guests
one minute and hugs
supporters the next.

For Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity
(GSHFH), “Bingo and
Brews with the Queens”
has become much more
than a fundraiser. It's a
celebration of the kind
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Scam Alert:
Old cons
resurface

Greater Springfield Habitat
for Humanity continues to battle
recycled scams that refuse to
disappear. False claims using our
name — including a “free roof’ con
that targeted homeowners over 50
first circulated in February 2025 —
are still misleading people more
than a year later.

The scam promised free
roof replacements for older
homeowners, often through social
media posts and word-of-mouth
advertisements that appeared
legitimate at first glance. But
the program has no connection
to Habitat for Humanity. Other
scams have offered free bathroom

Continued on Page 4



reater Springtield

:-fﬁ Habitat

for Humanity

INgO anc
with the

Date: Sunday, June 14
Time: 12-3 PM

Place: Fort Hill Brey
30 Fort Hill Road,

#
Fort Hill Brewery

Continued from Page 1

of community Habitat works to build every day
— one where people feel welcomed, connected,
and valued.

Back by popular demand, the event returns
Sunday, June 14, from 12-3 pm at Fort Hill
Brewery in Easthampton in partnership with
House of Hors, a Western Massachusetts
entertainment group known for creating
accessible events that spotlight queer performers
and local community causes. This year, Fanny
Midnight Lockhart joins Tytannia.

What started as a creative collaboration
quickly became one of Habitat’'s most talked-
about events.

“It’s just pure joy,” said GSHFH Executive
Director Aimee Giroux. “People come for the
bingo and the queens, but they leave feeling
connected — not only to each other, but to
Habitat’s mission.”

That mission has guided Greater Springfield
Habitat since 1987. Over the past 39 years,
GSHFH has built or repaired 135 homes in
Hampden County, helping families achieve
stability through affordable homeownership and
home preservation programs.

But Habitat leaders say community-building
happens long before walls go up or keys are
handed over.

Events like Bingo and Brews create space
for people from different backgrounds to come
together in a way that feels relaxed, welcoming,
and genuinely fun. It’s part fundraiser, part social
gathering, and part reminder that affordable
housing work touches everyone.

For House of Hors co-founder Hors D’oeuvres,
the partnership felt natural from the beginning.

“Drag has always existed in community
spaces,” Hors said. “There’s joy in it, but
there’s also advocacy and visibility. Partnering
with Habitat allows us to bring people together
while supporting something that truly impacts
families locally.”

Guests can expect multiple rounds of bingo,

prizes, craft
beer from Fort
Hill Brewery,
and plenty

of audience
interaction from
the emcees —
whose quick
wit and playful
banter often
become as
memorable

as the games
themselves.

And while
nobody takes
the bingo too
seriously,
competition
can get fierce.

“There are
definitely
people who
come ready
to win,”
said Olga Tytannia performs at last year’s
Callirgos, “Bingo and Brews with the Queens”
GSHFH event at Fort Hill Brewery.
Homeowner Services manager. “You'll hear
cheering one minute and dramatic groans the
next.”

Organizers say the event’s popularity reflects
a growing appetite for community-centered
experiences that feel authentic and inclusive
rather than formal or transactional.

“It doesn’t feel like a typical fundraiser,” Olga
said. “People are laughing, meeting new friends,
and having a genuinely great afternoon — and at
the same time, they’re helping local families build
brighter futures.”

Tickets for Bingo & Brews with the Queens
sold out quickly, with the event reaching capacity
nearly a week before the big day.
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remodels and window replacements.

“These scams are especially troubling because
they prey on people who genuinely need help,”
said Aimee Giroux, GSHFH executive director.
“Families trust Habitat because of the work we’ve
done in the community for decades. Scammers
know that, and they exploit it.”

Unfortunately, housing-related scams are
becoming more common nationwide. Fraudsters
often target older adults, veterans, and low-
income homeowners by offering phony grants,
free repairs, or urgent financial assistance.

These scams often reappear with slightly
different wording, graphics, or social media posts,
making them seem new and legitimate even when
they are not. In many cases, scammers use the
Habitat name, trusted branding, or misleading
promises to gain attention and personal information.

Greater Springfield Habitat does have home
preservation programs. Legitimate opportunities
are announced directly through official Habitat

Because strong communities
start with strong homes.
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channels, including verified websites, social
media pages, and straight from staff.

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity
encourages residents to:

 Verify any program through official Habitat
channels

» Be cautious of unsolicited phone calls or
social media messages

* Never provide personal or financial
information without confirmation

» When in doubt, contact our office directly before
sharing information or responding to offers online.

“Scammers count on urgency and trust,” said
Olga Callirgos, GSHFH Homeowner Programs
manager. “We want our community to know they
can always call us directly to verify information.”

Even though scammers may misuse the
Habitat name, Greater Springfield Habitat for
Humanity remains committed to what has always
defined its work: building trust, stability, and safe
housing in our community. To learn more about
GSHFH programs, visit habitatspringfield.org

How to Spot a Scam

Red Flags

* Promises of “free” home repairs or
grants with no application process

* Requests for payment upfront

* Pressure to act immediately

* Requests for Social Security numbers,
banking information, or insurance details
over the phone or online

» Social media posts that cannot be
verified through an official organization
website

Protect Yourself

» Contact organizations directly using
official phone numbers or websites

« Verify programs before sharing
information

» Be cautious of unsolicited calls, texts, or
messages

» Ask questions and request written
information




